
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – June 10, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge 

of Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the meeting of May 13, 2014.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that the Flag Day proclamation would be read at the 

ceremony to be this year on June 13, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in Kings Court. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to remove Ordinance 2014-08 from the table.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion.  The Commissioners approved the 

motion unanimously.  Commissioner Kasko then opened the Public Hearing and briefly 

reviewed the ordinance, which amended the Historic District portion of the Land 

Development Ordinance in its entirety.  As there were no questions asked, Commissioner 

Kasko made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance.  

Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2014-10 was then introduced for second reading.  Commissioner Kasko briefly 

reviewed the ordinance.  He also noted that there is currently a lawsuit involving the 

Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Borough and the owner of the property referenced.  This 

bond sets a maximum amount that could be used to purchase the property, but we 

don’t have to borrow the full amount if it is not necessary.  It is hoped that the Borough 

will only temporarily own the front portions of this property and that we’ll be able to sell 

them quickly.  He then opened the Public Hearing on the ordinance. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, read the following letter into the minutes regarding the 

purchase of Boxwood Hall/65 Haddon Avenue: 

I support and encourage the commissioners to approve ordinance 2014-

10.  This investment is for the future understanding of the natural history 

of Haddonfield.  Starting in 2008 the commissioners filed for the Planning 

Incentive Land Acquisition application grant.  This grant listed Boxwood 

Hall as a priority property to be purchased and saved as a vital link in a 

chain of historic properties in Haddonfield.  As part of the application 

process the Planning Board added a conceptual greenway tail system 

to our town’s Master Plan.  The Boxwood Hall property was part of this 

historic greenway system.  The greenway is a walkable link of historic 

properties and public parks.  This plan has been recognized as innovative 

and seen as extremely forward thinking on our town’s part.  Greenway 

systems are included in both Camden County and the State of New 

Jersey’s Master Plan. 



The protection of this property is the result of the community expressing 

concern over inappropriate development.  The Commissioners, the 

Planning Board, and the Zoning Board coming together to support and 

uphold our towns’ Master Plan, and the court battles that followed when 

the developer chose to file suit against the Borough of Haddonfield.  This 

has been an on-going process since 2009. 

The protection of this property will provide the residents of Haddonfield 

with a unique historic, educational, and recreational link that everyone 

can enjoy.  Researching this historic site has led to a collaborative effort 

between the Historic Society of Haddonfield, the Academy of Natural 

Sciences of Drexel University, and the Haddonfield School District.  This 

collaborative effort, started in 2010, is known as “The Rhoads Team” 

named for Samuel Nicholsen Rhoads.  He was a turn of the century 

specimen collector and naturalist, who credits Boxwood Hall and his 

relatives who lived here as his inspiration in the field of natural history.  This 

property and he work of The Rhoads Team has been the feature of 

numerous events and presentations including:  the 2011 Historical Society 

of Haddonfield’s Candlelight Dinner, and the Academy of Natural 

Sciences “Bird Fest” Ornithological weekend.  The property and Samuel 

Rhoads’ work has been the subject of high school and college level 

projects.  The property and Samuel Rhoads are the subject of an 

upcoming book which will be added to the curriculum of the 

Haddonfield School district in 2015.  As such, this property is vital for use 

as an outdoor classroom and “forever park”. 

In conclusion it is in our interest to save this property, to put this costly 

lawsuit to rest, to use our green acres grant money before the deadline 

for its’ use runs out, and by using this grant money now we will be able 

to stay in the queue for future money.  This is a vital investment in the 

unique legacy of Haddonfield. 

Sincerely, Kim Custer, June 10, 2014 

Ms. Custer finished by noting that there are several students in attendance at tonight’s 

meeting that will be helping on the writing of the book on Samuel Nicholsen Rhoads.  

Commissioner Kasko noted the historic nature of the site.  He also indicated that no one 

is in favor of a multi-unit apartment complex there.  He thanked Ms. Custer for her 

comments and all the work that she has put towards this project.  He finished by noting 

that the Borough is still in the process of finalizing the agreement. 

 

Jeanette Morrissey, Colonial Avenue, expressed concern about the “temporary” 

ownership.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he did not think that we would own the 

whole property.  The Borough does not necessarily want the front portion, nor do we want 

to be landlords. 

 

Dave Siedell, Chews Landing Road, thanks the Commissioners for “sticking to their guns” 

over this property, which deserves to be preserved. 

 



As there were no further questions or comments, Commissioner Kasko made a motion to 

close the public hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Rochford.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the 

motion. 

 

Once Ordinance 2014-11 was introduced for second reading, which amends the Parking 

Prohibited At All Times On Certain Streets section of Chapter 232 entitled Vehicles and 

Traffic, Commissioner Rochford briefly explained the ordinance stating that this will make 

it safer for pedestrians in that area. 

 

Dave Seidell, Chews Landing Road, asked if this changes the existing requirements in that 

area.  Police Chief Stuessy stated that this will make it so that our officers can enforce the 

parking restrictions for safety reasons. 

 

As there were no further questions Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the 

Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-06-10-097 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2014-06-10-098 Authorization to Approve Schedule of payments – Board of Education 

2014-06-10-099 Authorization for Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC to Hold Sidewalk 

Sale 

2014-06-10-100 Authorization to Advertise Request for Proposal – Borough Auditor 

 

After Resolution 2014-06-10-101 was introduced, which authorizes the advertisement of 

sealed bids for a backhoe, Kirk Peterson, Lakeview Avenue asked if this equipment was 

for the Water and Sewer Department.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it is for the 

Department of Public Works.  As there were no further questions, the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-10-102 was then introduced, which authorized the advertisement for 

sealed bids for tree removal services.  Mr. Peterson noted that there is a tree that appears 

to be hollow at 81 N. Haddon Avenue.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that he will have 

it looked at and prioritize as necessary.  As there were no further questions, the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-06-10-103 Authorization to Approve Change Order – 2012 Road Program Utility 

Televising Services 

2014-06-10-104 Authorization to Release Performance Bond – FY2011 Curb Cuts at 

Various Locations (CDBG) 

2014-06-10-105 Authorization to Reject Bids – Pot Hole Repair Services 

 



Once Resolution 2014-06-10-106 was introduced, which authorized the award of a bid for 

the Miscellaneous Drainage Issues project, Mr. Peterson asked why the Borough was not 

going after the homeowners who are causing the issue at Hawthorne Avenue and Coles 

Mill Road.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the current ordinance allows for the 

drainage of sump pumps into the street.  Mr. Peterson stated that this is not fair to the 

taxpayers.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this could be argued either way, but 

before anything could be done we would have to change the ordinance.  Commissioner 

Kasko pointed out that all of the water in the street is not always caused by the 

homeowners. 

 

Angela Melzi, maple Avenue, stated that if the Borough had a stormwater infrastructure 

this problem could be handled.  She pointed out that the Borough has a non-existent 

stormwater management plan.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this is a challenging 

issue. 

 

As there were no further questions, the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

resolution. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-10-107 authorizing the singing of a shared services agreement with the 

Boroughs of Audubon, Collingswood, Oaklyn, and the Townships of Haddon and 

Pennsauken for the purpose of facilitating the resale of abandoned commercial and 

residential properties was introduced. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher, Centre Street, asked out many such properties were located in 

Haddonfield.  Commissioner Rochford replied that there are approximately 15 properties. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mill Road, talked about a specific property where the reconstruction 

has been halted for some time and asked if there was a point in time where this would 

be considered abandoned.  The Borough Administrator replied that construction permits 

are generally good for one year, but can be continued for a minor amount of work.  She 

noted that this is by State Statute.  The Borough Solicitor replied that the homeowner 

could re-apply for a permit to continue the work if need be. 

 

Will Goldberg, Fourth Grade Student and resident of West End Avenue, asked what the 

Commissioners planned on doing with the abandoned houses.  Commissioner Kasko 

explained that they are owned by the bank and the Borough is trying to get them to take 

care of the properties.  We have joined these other municipalities because there is more 

power in numbers when we band together to be able to apply more pressure to get 

things done. 

 

Mr. Seidell asked if this shared service for the abandoned properties deals with the 

maintenance issues.  The Borough Administrator replied that we are just trying to find out 

what our options are at this point to start enforcing the upkeep.  Mr. Seidell asked if they 

are being actively maintained at this time.  Commissioner Rochford replied that the 

management companies are maintaining the properties, but not as we are they should 

be. 

 



Evan Goodberman, Westmont Avenue, asked if the Borough will invite other towns to 

become a part of this shared service agreement.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this is 

only available for a 3-4 month period by college students doing the work. 

 

As there were no further questions asked, the Commissioners voted unanimously to 

approve the resolution. 

 

After 2014-06-10-108 was introduced, authorizing the signing of three year cooperation 

agreement with Camden County, Mr. Peterson asked if this would be for the work to be 

done at the little house in the Borough Parking lot occupied by Interfaith Caregivers.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that this agreement is not project specific.  As there were no 

further questions asked, the Commissioners voted unanimously on the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-06-10-109 Authorization to Insert Special Item of Revenue – FY2014 Municipal Aid 

Program for Improvements to Euclid Avenue, Phase III 

 

Once Resolution2014-06-10-110 was introduced, authorizing the Borough to participate 

in the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commissioner’s (DVRPC) Transportation & 

Community Development Initiative (TCDI) Grant Program, Mr. Peterson ask if this was for 

sustainability issues.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the money is to be used to 

study stormwater issues.  Hopefully the Borough will end up with even more grants on this 

topic.  As there were no further questions asked, the Commissioners voted unanimously 

on the resolution. 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Emily Gramigna, 

Woodland Avenue; Jake Barrett, W. Euclid Avenue; and Will Goldberg, West End Avenue. 

 

Commissioner Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Peterson started by stating that there are problems in and near Mountwell Park.  First, 

the stormwater runoff in heavy rains is tremendous.  Storm drains are needed at 

Reillywood Avenue and at Centre Street to get the water out of the collapsed culvert at 

Spruce Street.  Second, there are two large ponds forming in the Mountwell Park.  He 

expressed his concerns about mosquitoes and stated that the area needs to be cleaned 

up so that the water flows out. 

 

Ms. Hoch talked about water and the problems with mosquitoes.  She noted that the first 

case of West Nile Virus in 2013 was in Camden County between June and October.  She 

asked what the Borough plans were to deal with West Nile.  Is there going to be any 

spraying?  What is the Borough’s approach?  She offered her services as a physician for 

the town in reference to this issue.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the County is 

responsible for dealing with mosquitoes.  Ms. Hoch asked what are the private property 

owner’s responsibilities.  Commissioner Rochford stated that the Borough will do an 

education campaign on mosquito control.  Ms. Hoch then asked who is responsible for 



the area where a neighbor puts water onto another neighbor’s property.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that this is a County responsibility.  They will come out and spray at 

the request of a resident. 

 

Maryanne Shay, Maple Avenue and on behalf of Haddonfield Neighbors Association, 

announced that Freeholder Leonard from Camden County told her that they were told 

that there will be no more water directed into Hadrasourus Run.  Additionally, this group 

has sent a letter to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection asking them 

to look into the erosion issues in the ravine. 

 

Mr. Seidell asked if a private owner would be allowed to modify the curb area to deal 

with water issues.  Commissioner Kasko replied that they would have to get Borough 

approval first. 

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, stated that she is always hearing about water issues.  She 

had been asking the Commissioners about this for 14 years now.  She noted that there 

seems to be a serious problem with water and mosquitoes.  Ms. Melzi then moved on to 

discuss the 2004 Camden County Regional Stormwater Plan, which specifically mentions 

the Hadrasaurus Run.  This report states that this area is the worst case of erosion in the 

county, but yet nothing was done.  She stated that it is not her responsibility to monitor 

the water in the ravine.  She went on to state that she cannot even use her own land to 

take her mother onto because of these issues and stated that it is the Borough’s 

responsibility to protect its residents.  Further, she noted that she is very concerned about 

the borough spending money on very important issues, when there is a continued issue 

with stormwater.  The lack of concentration on infrastructure is upsetting.  It is not the 

residents who need to be educated, it is the engineer.  She asked what the 

Commissioners are going to do to repair this town. 

 

Anne Tarbell, Maple Avenue, talked about the issues with the developer at 645 Maples 

Avenue.  She stated that it is seems to be a game to him.  He is going to eventually destroy 

the three trees there are supposed to be protected. 

 

Former State Senator, Alene Ammand, who lives in Cherry Hill, state that the Borough is in 

violation of State and Federal Stormwater Management regulations.    Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that the Borough does have a stormwater management plan.  We just 

don’t have the infrastructure.  The plan was to use the gutters to manage the water, but 

we have been putting in the stormwater drains where we can.  He agreed that there is 

very little infrastructure.  Commissioner Kasko stated the the Board cannot answer for 

what was done years ago.  This is about agreeing that there is a problem and to move 

forward.  Former State Senator Ammand stated that we are going to have even more 

water in the future and we need to address with as quickly as possible. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher, in reference to the Remington & Vernick appointment for Borough 

Engineer, stated that when the appointment was done he thought one of the 

Commissioners commented about them being politically involved for an engineering 

firm.  Commissioner Rochford replied that for Haddonfield it is not a political appointment 

that we go out for Requests for Proposal for this type of work every three years. 

 



Ms. Melzi stated that the engineer is rude, nasty and that he misrepresents the Borough 

and the Company.  It is unacceptable that the Borough did not know that there was a 

pipe putting water on Maple Avenue from Beechwood Avenue across from her house.   

 

Ms. Hoch commented that she has pictures on her phone documenting where the 

rainwater goes on Maple Avenue and Grove Street.  The rain does not cross the road.  It 

is her opinion that the water on Maple Avenue comes from Beechwood Avenue and 

sump pumps discharging in the streets.  Commissioner Kasko asked her to send him the 

pictures. 

 

Mr. Peterson stated that he has seen the water cross from West End Avenue onto Maple 

Avenue.  He then commented on the check being paid to Celebrations Association.  He 

stated that they need to get a corporate sponsor for 2015 and that he cannot support 

the Borough paying this money.  Commissioner Kasko stated that they are working on 

getting a corporate sponsor. 

 

Ms. Tarbell asked if something could be done about the situation at 645 Maple Avenue.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that the Commissioners have seen pictures and talked to the 

Construction Code Official.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he thought the 

Construction Code Official had talked to her and alleviated the concerns.  Ms. Tarbell 

replied that he had talked to her, but that there were new issues now.  Commissioner 

Kasko noted that he would have The Construction Code Official come out the next day.  

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the Department of Public Works could issue citations for 

not following the Shade Tree Commission’s resolution.  The Borough Solicitor replied that 

he could only issue citations for ordinances, not resolutions. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher asked who enforced the Zoning ordinance.  The Solicitor replied that 

it is the Zoning Officer or the Construction Code official; it depends upon the occurrence.  

Mr. Weidenbacher then asked who enforces the Shade Tree Commission Resolution.  The 

Borough Solicitor replied that a stop work order can be put out if they are violating this.  

Mr. Weidenbacher then asked who determines if they are violating the resolution.  The 

Solicitor replied that historically if there is a repetitive violator, approval con be given by 

the Board of Commissioners, who will put together a case and go to court, although we 

try to not go to court.  Mr. Weidenbacher asked who is responsible for seeing that those 

who are breaking borough ordinances are taken to task.  The Solicitor replied that if the 

Shade Tree Commission resolution is being ignored then The Construction Code Official 

can issue a stop work order.  Mr. Weidenbacher then asked if the official could do 

anything other than take it to court, to which the Solicitor replied that there are various 

actions that could be taken. 

 

Discussions were held about various violations at the 645 Maple Avenue involving multiple 

members of the audience. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 



  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


